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MEMORANTUM FOR : Chief, Materlel Branch, Development Projecis Division

SUBJECT . Commnications snd Electronics Equipment for 1649 Connle

1. I telked to Kelly Johnson 8 December about the current state of
the subject eircraft. He sald he is sending us a complete inventoxy of
all communications and electronics equipment presently instailed in the
plane. I asked him 1f on the basie of having sent soch & 1ist, he felt
we should still proceed to obtain an ARC-34 through Colonel Geary. He sald
that while the alrersft had e lot of fine radlc squipment in 1%, it was
iimited to commercial aiviine chamnels snd frequencies and would not be
adequate for contacting militery bases.

2. He sald that he had comminicated directly with qmd
apparently had advised him to slow down on cbtaining the ARC-3 before he
(Kelly) knew exactly what wes in the 16k9. The best way to proceed most
expedltiously would be for him to again contect I o7é reactivate
the axrangements under which the radic wss to be procured. This he said he
would do very shortly.

3, With regard to the APE-42 equipment, || ve= alsc plananiag
to obtain, Kelly sald he still could not see the expense involved {around
in re-sngineering the aircreft to take the APB-L2. He
1g attempting to "steal” frow an unidentified gource the weather rufer for
which this aircraft is already configured. If he is successful, he will
go shead and instsll it without further reference to this Headguerters; 1if
not, he will send us a cost proposal on what the commercial verslon will
run. For the time being then, we can defer any action to obtain an APS-h2
from the Air Force.

L. Kelly ssid thet he had been successful in obtalning, and was sub-
mitting for clearance, records on & total of four pilots, two flight
engineers, and two crew chiefs. The pilots sverage from 10,000 to 12,000
hours total time with no one heving less than 1,000 hours in Conniea.

The flight engineers have 2,500 to 4,000 hours respectively in Connies.
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f asked him 1f the arrangements for POL support with Shell il Compeny ab
Burbsni had worked out successfully. He snid that they hed worked just
fine mnd the firet truek had arrived 7 December to atart defueling the air-
eraft so that the fuel could be checked for contamination or eventusl uaage.
He says he does not pian to have the sircraft ready to fly next week when
M. Blesell arrives but is certain that he can make good his © Janvary 1961
ETIC.

JAMES A, CUNNINGHAM, JR.
Aseistant Chief
e D-10/P

Digtrivutien:
1 - C/OPD/MAT
2 - ABST CH/IFD
3 - AQ/TFD
L - ¢/mep/IB
5 - IPD/80
6 - DPD/FIN
7 - WD/RI

19D-DD/P 1 JACunninghem, Jr./ng
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